
February 23, 2023 
 

Montana House of Representatives  
1301 East 6th Avenue 

Helena, Montana 59601 
 

Re: Coalition letter in opposition to Content Filters  
 

Dear Esteemed House Members, 

 

We, the undersigned organizations, write to you to highlight the dangerous and 

unnecessary nature of proposals that would require device manufacturers to place 

obscenity filters on smartphones and tablets in Montana. While well-intentioned to 

protect children from obscene material online, the bill would impose a significant 

financial burden on the State of Montana, which will ultimately be paid for by 

hardworking Montanans. Additionally, mandating content filters represents a 

government solution to a problem that has been resolved by the market.  

 

Fiscal estimates of content filter proposals outline the costly nature of mandating 

obscenity filters on smartphones and tablets. In the first year alone, content filters 

are estimated to cost the state government over $600,000 and increase the size of 

the state government. Over four fiscal years, enforcement is estimated to cost over 

$2.3 million. Such a heavy financial burden will ultimately have to be paid by 

taxpayers through higher taxes. There is also no guarantee that any litigation against 

manufacturers will be successful, meaning the total cost of enforcement could be 

substantially higher. Mandating content filters should be an anathema for a state that 

prides itself on responsible spending and limited government.  

 

Mandating content filters also represents a government solution to a problem that 

has been resolved by the market. Today, if a parent wishes to install content filters 

on a child’s device, they have thousands of applications to choose from on the two 

main mobile application stores. Such choice allows parents to decide whether they 

want a content filter and, if so, which application best suits their unique needs. 

Mandating a content filter be installed on a device would undercut these options and 

deprive parents of the vast choice currently available. In a sense, this bill reflects a 

rejection of the principles of limited government and a belief that the government is 

best placed to decide for parents.  

 

We look forward to working with you to make the internet a safer place for children.  

 

Kind Regards,  

 

 



Edward J. Longe, Ph.D,  

Director of the Center for Technology and Innovation, James Madison Institute 

 

Carl Szabo,  

Vice President and General Counsel, NetChoice 

 

Ashley Sutton,  

Executive Director for Washington and the Northwest, TechNet 

 

Kendall Cotton 

President and CEO, Frontier Institute  

Chris Cargill,  

Founder, President, and CEO, Mountain States Policy Center 

 

David Herbst 

State Director, Americans for Prosperity- Montana 

 

Caden Rosenbaum,  

Tech & Innovation Policy Analyst, Libertas Institute 

 

Tirzah Duren,  

Director of Tech Policy, American Consumer Institute  

 

Khara Boender 

State Policy Director, Computer & Communications Industry Association 

 

John Kay,  

Senior Vice President, Pelican Institute for Public Policy 

 

Josh Withrow 

Fellow, Tech & Innovation Policy, R Street Institute  
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